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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Management Authority (DMA) 
Branch of Permits, MS: IA 
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 

Tel. +1 (305) 319-1309 
david@davidgarcialaw.com 
www.davidgarcialaw.com 

RE: FORM 3-200-49, APPROVAL OF A COOPERATIVE BREEDING PROGRAM 
(CBP) UNDER THE WILD BIRD CONSERVATION ACT (WBCA) 

Applicants: 

Gerald Bobak (LEAD) 

Laurella Desborough 

Avicultural Oversight Organizations: 

Organization of Professional Aviculturists (OPA) 

Adjudicating Officer: 

The law firm David Anthony Garcia PA represents: Gerald Bobak, Laurella 

Desborough, and the Organization of Professional Aviculturists (OPA), for the 

purposes of soliciting the approval of a Cooperative Breeding Program (CBP) for 

captive bred, Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) under the Wild Bird 

Conservation Act (WBCA). Such programs are governed by 16 U.S.C. § 4911, 50 

C.F.R. § 15.24, and 50 C.F.R. § 15.26. 

The CBP will be operated from two aviaries, one located in Elligary, 

Georgia, and one in Claremore, Oklahoma. All the breeding stock will be acquired 

from captive breeding facilities located outside the United States and final import 

will be contingent on approval of individual import permits issued by the USFWS. 

The CBP will be operated with oversight from the Organization of Professional 

Aviculturists (OPA), which represents professional aviculturists in the U.S. and 

abroad. Included with this packet is a letter on OPA letterhead outlining the terms 

of the CBP agreement, signed by OPA President, Steve Duncan. 

'I'el. + l (305) 319-1309 davi<l@davidgarcialaw.com 
www.davidgarcialaw.com 
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A completed form 3-200-49, Approval of a Cooperative Breeding Program 

(CBP) is enclosed along with this letter and supporting documentation. Further 

documentation will he provided electronically upon contact by the USFWS, 

if so requested. 

Based on the enclosed information, the proposed CBP, as constituted, 

satisfies the five criteria for approval set out in 50 C.F.R. § 15.26(b). First, the 

purpose of the proposed CBP is to establish self-sustaining populations Eclectus 

parrot (Eclectus roratus) in the United States. This species was imported to the 

United States without proper recording keeping as to their origins and has been 

improperly managed, rendering the existing population non-representative of 

wild bloodlines. Further, the creation of this CBP will have no detrimental effect 

on the wild populations of these species, as all breeding stock will be acquired 

from captive breeding facilities in non-range states. Transferring captive-bred 

specimens from one non-range state to another will have no discernable impact 

on wild populations. 

Second, the approval of the CBP will have no negative effect on the 

survivability of the wild population because all imports will be from captive 

breeding facilities and final import will be approved by the USFWS. 

Third, the approval of the CBP would not conflict with any known 

program intended to enhance the survival of the requested species in the wild 

because the import of the specimens will come from captive breeding facilities. 

Fourth, the protocols proposed by the CBP will ensure that the population 

of this species in the United States is self-sustaining for the foreseeable future. 

The poor management of this species has left the U.S. population with mixed 

bloodlines that are unrepresentative of wild populations, a new, controlled 

population with clear genetics will rectify this problem. And the creation of a 

stable population of this species in U.S. aviculture will create a genetic 

repository for future reintroductions if necessary. 

Fifth, the CBP will be self-funded by dedicate CBP members, both of 

which are respected breeders of Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus). And the OPA 
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represents a deep pool of avicultural knowledge that will ensures that this CBP 

is operated with proper avicultural management. 

Therefore, approving this proposed CBP will ensure that U.S. populations 

of Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) is established and self-sustaining for the 

foreseeable future. Such a result will be a boon to the U.S. aviculture and to the 

continued existence of these species. 

Thank you for consideration and prompt adjudication. Any questions 

please contact me directly at david@davidgarcialaw.com or 305-319-1309. 

Thank you, 

i2::)Jl-, CJ 
David A. Garcia 
Counsel of Record 

Tel. +1 (305) 319-1309 david@davidgarcialaw.com 
www.davidgarcialaw.com 
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David Anthony Garcia PA 
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739 W aahington Ave, Ste 909 
Homestead, Florida 33030 
(306} 319-1309 
david@davidgarcialaw.oom 

Power of Attorney 

I, Gerald Louis Bobak, have requested the representation of and consented to 

being represented by David Anthony Garcia, an attorney eligible to practice law in, 

and a member in good standing of the bar of the Florida Supreme Court, Bar 

Number 1015673, in relation to any matter before the USFWS, DOI, and USDA. 

I consent to the disclosure of any records relating to me and my relevant 

matters that appear in any system of records of the USFWS, DOI, and USDA, to 

David Anthony Garcia. 

I consent to have David Anthony Garcia speak on my behalf and request that 

all communications between the agency and myself be directed to David Anthony 

Garcia. 

I request that the relevant agencies do not contact me without the presence 

and knowledge of David Anthony Garcia. 

Gerald Bobak 
Represented Party 

Date 

(Signature) 
David A. Garcia 
Counsel of Record 

1/27/2022 

Date 
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David Anthony Garcia PA 739 W aslungt.on Ave, Ste 909 

Homestead, Florido 33030 
(806) 319-1309 
david@dovidgarcialaw.com 

Power of Attorney 

1, Laurella Deshorough, have re11uested the representation of and consented 

to being represented by David Anthony Garcia, an attorney eligible to practice law 

in, and a member in good standing of the bar of the Florida Supreme Court, Bar 

Number 1015673, in relation to any matter before the USFWS, DOI, and USDA. 

1 consent to the disclosure of any records relating to me and my relevant 

matters that appear in any system of records of the USFWS. DOI. and USDA, to 

David Anthony Garcia. 

1 consent to have David Anthony Garcia speak on my behalf and request that 

all communications between the agency and myself be directed to David Anthony 

Garcia. 

I request that the relevant agencies do not contact me without the presencE:' 

and knowledge of David Anthony Garcia , 

Laurella Desborough 
Represented Party 

Datf 

natur 
David A Garcia 
Counsel of Record 

01/31/2022 

Date 



FWS Form 3-200-49 (R~v. 01/2020) 
US. Department of the Interior 

0MB Con1rol No. 1018--0093 
E>tpi~ 08/31/2023 

• 
APPROVAL, AMENDMENT OR RENEWAL OF A COOPERATIVE BREEDING PROGRAM 

(WIid Bird Conservation Act) • □New □Reissue/Renew OAmendment 

Complete Sections A ors. and C, 0, and E of this applicatlon U.S. address may be requil1!d in Section C." 

. Tax ldel1iflcalion no. 3.a. Desc:ription of business, agency, Tribe, or lnstltulon 3.b. Website URL (If appRcable) 

.a . Prlndpal officer (P.O.) lasl name b. P 0 . fnt name .c. P.O. middle initial .b. P .0 Title 

. Pnma,y contad n1me . Prtmary e-mail address 

. a. Business telephone number 7.b. Alternate phone no. 8.a. Primary contact telephone no . 

1.d. Zip code/Postal COde 1.e. County/Province 

30536 
.a. MaUlng Address (include If different lhan physical address: Include name of contact person If applicable) 

739 Washington Ave., Ste. 909 
.b. City 

Homestead 

D. All a can MUST com 

.d . Zip codeJPoetal COde 2.e. County/Provtnce 

33030 

1.f. Country 

2.f. Country 

1. Include a check or money order. payable to the U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. 1 nonrefundable proc:eulng fN 112..-'fB 
13,11(dK•>J. Federal. Tribal. SI.ate, and local goverrment agencies, and those acting on behalf of such agencies. are exempt from the 
proceaalng fee- .a.ch documentation of fH e,cempt ar.tus n outlined In lnstruc1ton1. (50 CFR 13.11 (d)) 

3. C«tlfieallon: I hereby C8l1lfy that I have read and am familiar wilh lhe regulatlons contained In TIiie 50. Part 13 of the Code of Federal 
Regulatloll$ and the other app0cable parts In subchapter B of Chapter I of Ttt1e 50, and I oertify that lhe information submitted in tt.s 
applk:ation for a permit Is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that 8nJ false statement herein 
may subject me to lhecrlmlnal penalties of 18 U.S.C. 1001. 

S· • z.&. 
The lndMduaVp,lnclpal officer of 1he business must pnnt and sign the application. (No photocopied or slamped algnatuAts) Date (mmldd/yyyy) 

" Further lnstruclions for the abo\m appllcatlon may be found on our ePermlls website. See the last page for Information on Iha Privacy Act. Paperwork 
Redudion Ad, Estimated Burden, and Freedom of Information Aci aspects of this appticallon form. 

Mall your 1ppllcatlon(1) to Division of Management Authority, Branch of Permits, MS:IA 5275 L ... burg Plk•, Falls Church, VA 220'1-3803. 
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FWS Form 3-200-49 (Rev. 01/2020) 
U.S Department of the Interior 

0MB Control No. 101&-0093 
Expires 08/31/2023 

E. APPROVAL, AMENDMENT OR RENEWAL OF A COOPERATIVE BREEDING PROGRAM 
(Wild Bird Conservation Act) 

NOTE 1: This application must be approved before import permits can be issued for the purpose of cooperative 
breeding. A Cooperative Breeding Program (CBP) must have at least two members. Zoological institutions may 
be members of a CBP. Once a program is approved, you must submit application form 3-200-48 to request 
import authorization for specific birds. 

NOTE 2: The lead cooperator (as identified on page 1) for the breeding program must submit this 
application. 

Complete all relevant questions on the application. Mark questions that are not applicable with "N/A". Due to the 
length of some questions, please use separate sheets of paper to answer the application questions. On all 
attachments or separate sheets you are submitting, please indicate the number of the application question you 
are addressing. If requesting authorization for more than one species or subspecies, please answer questions 
5-10 for each species/subspecies. 

Electronic submission of inventories, photographs, and receipts/invoices: For hard copy submissions, if you wish to 
provide information electronically, please include a flash drive containing this information with your physical 
application. 

I want to: 

I✓ I Establish a new cooperattve breeding program (please answer au questions) 

□Amend an existing cooperative breeding program; CBP# ___ _ 
{If requesting new species, answers questions 4, 5, 6a, 6b, 6d, and 7; If requesting to add a member, 
answer question 7) 

D Renew an existing cooperative breeding program; CBP# ____ _ 
(If there are no changes to the membership or species in the CBP. please answer questions 11 and 12) 

1. Name and address where you wish the permit to be mailed, if different from physical address. If you would like 
expedited shipping, please enclose a self-addressed, pre-paid, computer-generated, courier service airway bill. If 
unspecified, all documents will be mailed via regular mail through the U.S. Postal Service. 

David A. Garcia PA, 739 Washington Ave #909 Homestead, FL 33030 

2. Who should we contact if we have questions about the application (name, phone number, and e-mail)? 

David A. Garcia, 305-319-1309, david@davidgarcialaw.com 

3. Have you or any of the owners of the business (if applying as a business, corporation, or institution), been 
assessed a civil penalty or convicted of any criminal provision of any statute or regulation relating to the 
activity for which the application is filed; been convicted, or entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, for a 
felony violation of the Lacey Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, or the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act; 
forfeited collateral; OR are currently under charges for any violation of the laws mentioned above? 

[l]No DYes 

If you answered "Yes" to Question 3, provide: a) the individual's name; b) date of charge; c) charge(s); d) 
location of incident; e) court, and f) action taken for each violation. Please be aware that a "Yes" response 
does not automatically disqualify you from getting a permit. 

Page 2 of9 



FWS Fonn 3-200-49 (Rev. 01/2020) 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

C 
0MB Control No. 1018-0093 

Expires 08/31/2023 

4. A description of the species/subspecies to be covered (imported) under the program, including: 

a. Scientific name (genus, species, and. if applicable, subspecies} and common name; 

Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) 

b. Number of birds requested to meet the goals of the program (Note: indicate the total number of birds 
to be imported by all the members of the CBP for the life of the program); 

100 

c. The minimum number of participating facilities need to achieve management objectives - provide an 
explanation of how this number was derived; and 

Two facilities. This will allow each individual facility to maintain an adequate population to ensure compatible 
pairs and genetic diversity. Two separate facilities will also allow for exchange when necessary. 

d. Desired sex ratio. 

50:50 

5. A statement justifying the need for this approval, which includes information on the current U.S. captive 
population of the requested species/subspecies and the need for import of additional specimens. Information 
should include, if applicable, whether there is high trade of the species: it is being captive-bred for re­
introduction purposes; you are collaborating with other groups to promote in-situ conservation, and the 
sustainability of the species in the long-term. 

a. Provide a description of the cooperative breeding program that includes: managing genetic diversity 
as an important component to creating a long-term sustainable captive population; what scientifically 
grounded method(s) the CBP intends to use to measure both projected and current levels of genetic 
diversity within the population; and for projected gene diversity, the time frame that will be considered 
(for example, projected gene diversity at 100 years of 10 generations); 

The CBP will source captive-bred Eclectus with known/documented parentage. The goal of the CBP is to 
promote maximal genetic diversity in the offspring, while maintaining distinct bloodlines based on the relatedness 
of the known/documented parentage of the founders. Founders will be permanently marked and parentage 
information will be recorded. A studbook will be vigorously maintained. 

b. Description of the long-term plans for developing and maintaining a self-sustaining population in 
captivity of the exotic bird species; 

The CBP will source captive-bred Eclectus with known/documented parentage. If feasible/necessary, founders 
will undergo genetic testing to determine relevant factors. Offspring will be exchanged between program 
members to ensure genetic diversity. A studbook will be developed that will carefully track parentage to create a 
self-sustaining population of unique blood lines. 

c. Details on the system of record keeping and tracking of birds and their offspring, including how 
individual specimens will be marked or otherwise identified; 

Each individual in the CBP will be marked with ring or microchip for identification purposes which wUI correspond 
to an entry in the studbook. Detailed records will include age, sex, origin, generation, and relation to other 
individuals in the CBP. Pairing history will also be maintained. 

Page 3 of9 
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U.S. Department of the Interior 

( 
0 MB Control No. 1018-0093 

Expires 08/31/2023 

d. Explanation on the relationship of the cooperative breeding program to the conservation of the exotic 
bird species in the wild. Include information on whether you anticipate importing captive-bred birds or 
wild caught birds and include identified sources to ensure that the number of birds that you anticipate 
needing will be available; 

The cooperative breeding program seeks to import captive-bred specimens from respectable breeders. The 
species is regularly bred in captivity. As such, the approval of this CBP will have no negative effects on the wild 
population. However, maintaining healthy and genetically diverse captive gene pools is an important measure of 
ex situ conservation. 

e. Information on the long-term funding of the cooperative breeding program to ensure its existence until 
the CPB's breeding goals are met; and 

Funding to ensure the existence of the program is being provided through the private incomes of each CBP 
member to cover the costs of acquisition, importation, and maintenance. 

f. Detailed plans for the placement of the program birds and any offspring, recalling that birds 
imported as part of a cooperative breeding program cannot be loaned, sold or otherwise 
transferred to a non-member without prior authorization of this office. Additionally, provide a 
description of how program birds will be dealt with if a member(s) leaves the program or if the 
program is voluntary terminated (members decide to disband and the program is not renewed) or 
involuntarily terminated (the Service does not renew the CBP). 

All imported birds will be paired and pairs will be distributed amongst the members as they are imported. 
Offspring will be exchanged within the CBP. Those offspring not required by the CBP will be distributed to the 
zoos, trusted aviculturists, or the general public in that order of priority. If the program terminates the imported 
birds will remain with the CBP members or distributed to zoos or other aviculturists. If a member leaves the CBP, 
their imported birds will be purchased by other CBP members or retired from the program. 

6. Describe care and maintenance of the requested species/subspecies, and how each prospective member's 
facilities meet professionally recognized standards (if requesting to amend an established CBP by adding 
new members, please provide the following for each proposed new member): 

a. Name and addresses of each facility where the birds, by species, will be maintained; 

Eclectus Ark, 14701 South 4240 Rd., Claremore, OK 74017 
Burnt Mountain Avian Center, 5573 Burnt Mountain Rd., Elligay, GA 30536 

Page4 of 9 
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U,S Depanmentofthe Interior 

OMBControl No. 1018-0093 
Expires 08/31/2023 

b. In the table below, please provide the requested information for each type of holding space that will be used to house CBP birds. Use one row for each holding 

1. CBP 2. Aviary type (outdoor 3. Dimensions of specific 4. How many 5. What species will 6. How many birds will be 7 . wm the birds be housed here permanently? If 
member, vs. indoor flight cage, aviary/holding space (WxlxH). aviaries fit these be housed in this housed in each of the not, please provide additional information in the 
facility name etc.). Add a separate Please specify units (feet, specifications? type of aviary? aviaries? comments box below (i.e. why will the birds be 

row for type of aviary. inches, etc.) moved and for how long). 

EXAMPLE OutdoOr flight 10'x10'x8' 4 Amazona Up to 4 birds In two of the These cages wtR be used to socialize young birds 

I 
ochrocephala flight cages. The two or for surplus birds 

. - , ' remaining flight cages will be . 
~ vacant for futu'e imports. 

Outdoor flight 8'x5'X7' 2 Ama:iona 2 These wtl be pennanent breeding cages and the 
I ochrocephala birds will remain here for multiple breeding 

' 
! ~ .. seasons. If these birds are transferred, we will 

Include that infonnation in our CBP annual report. 

Eclectus Ark: Breeding 6'x3'x3' 6 Eclectus roratus 2 These will be permanent breeding cages and 

Flight Type 1 the birds will remain here for multiple 

breeding seasons. 

Eclectus Ark: Breeding 7'x3'x3' 3 Eclectus roratus 2 These will be permanent breeding cages and 
Flight Type 2 the birds will remain here for multiple 

breeding seasons. 

Eclectus Ark: 8'x'8'x32' 2 Eclectus roratus Not to exceed 20 birds These cages will be used to socialize young 
Socialization Flight birds or tor surplus birds. 

Burnt Mountain Avian 6'x7'x18 2 Eclectus roratus Not to exceed 20 birds These cages will be used to socialize young ; 
Center birds or for surplus birds. 

Burnt Mountain Avian 4'x4'x6' 20 Eclectus roratus 2 These will be permanent breeding cages and 

Center the birds will remain here for multiple 

breeding seasons. 

space type (flight cages with different dimensions should be listed on separate rows as should indoor vs. outdoor aviaries). 

Paae 5 of9 
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U.S. Department of the Interior 

0MB Control No. 1018-0093 
Expires 08/31/2023 

c. For each type of aviary listed above, please provide a photo with a caption indicating the 'type' as listed in column 

See Attached. 

d. Please provide information on where any progeny will be housed. 

Any progeny will be housed on-site in communal aviaries, when appropriate, until they reach breeding age or are 
distributed out of the program. 

e. Please provide husbandry practices specific to each species as necessary. 

All birds will be provided with a diet that includes fresh fruits and vegetables, as well as pelleted diets. Fresh 
water will be provided daily. Artificial nest boxes will be provided. Pairs will be monitored for health and 
compatibility. Where appropriate and/or necessary, eggs and chicks will be removed for artificial incubation and 
hand-rearing. Veterinary care will be provided in compliance with the to be published USDA Animal Welfare 
regulations. 

f. Provide a qualification statement for EACH individual who will be participating in CBP. This statement 
should include records showing the participant's prior breeding experience with bird species that are the 
same or similar to the species in theCBP. 

Please see attached. 

7. Each CBP must identify an appropriate avicultural, zoological, or conservation organization that has agreed 
to oversee its activities. Please provide a statement from the designated oversight organization, on the 
organization's letterhead, that includes at a minimum: 

a, Description of the expertise of the organization to serve as an oversight organization; 

See attached 

b. Criteria for acceptance of individuals into the proposed breeding program; 

See attached 

Page 6 of 9 
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OMBControl No. 1018-0093 
Expires 08/31/2023 

c. How participation in the program will be monitored; and 

See attached 

d. Relationship of the oversight organization to the CBP in establishing and maintaining a self­
sustaining captive population of the exotic bird species or enhancing the conservation of the 
species in the wild. 

See attached 

8. If you are amending or renewing a program, you must also provide the following information in a table 
format 

a. The number, species, and sex of all birds that have been imported to date for your CBP, including 
dates of import, countries of origin, disposition of the imported birds for each importer, and 
associated permit numbers for each permit. Identify the number of birds within each species and 
their sex held at each facility; 

n/a 

b. For each program participant, a summary of any breeding activity that has been achieved with the 
imported birds, including the number of eggs and progeny produced, and the disposition of any 
progeny; 

n/a 

c. For each program participant, a summary of any mortality, including mortality during transit or 
quarantine (for birds that died in quarantine, you must provide appropriate documentation from 
USDANeterinary Services) of birds imported as part of the approved cooperative breeding 
program, as well as details of any post-fledging mortality of their progeny; 

n/a 

Page 7 of 9 
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d. A summary of progress made towards achieving a self-sustaining captive population of each 
species; 

n/a 

e. An explanation of any substantive changes that have or will occur regarding any aspect of the 
approved cooperative breeding program; and 

n/a 

f. An official letterhead statement from the designated oversight organization approving the 
amendment or renewal. 

n/a 

9. Provide a signed and dated statement from each CBP member. The statements must contain the following 
information: 

a. Member name: 

See attched 

b. Scientific name of all species being requested for the program; 

See attached 

c. Statement that the member is aware of the purposes of the cooperative breeding program and the 
Wild Bird Conservation Act and will abide by the regulations and conditions placed on the program, 
if it is approved. 

See attached 

Page 8 of 9 
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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 
GERALD BOBAK 



. . , 

David Anthony Garcia PA 
lu•tilla c•I C011~lat1s d /X'r~'flla 1,ol1111lm ills •r1um c111q11c lribm·,uli 

739 Wsahington Ave, SI~ OQ!r 
Honu.>t1te.tl(l. J,'Jorilla 33030 
(306) 3 l9-130f) 

dnvids'dnvldgnrcmlnw.corn 

Statement Requested by Question 9(a) - Cc) 

I, Gl~4. C.!) L.. Bo&ik , am aware that the purpose of the pro-• 
posed Cooperative Breeding Program is to establish a self-sustaining population of 

Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) in U.S. aviculture. 

I further understand that the purpose of the Wild Bird Conversation Act is to 

provide a series of nondiscriminatory measures that are necessary for the conserva­

tion of exotic birds and furthers the obligations of the United States under the 

CITES. 

I promise that I will abide with the regulations and conditions placed on the 

program by the USFWS if the proposed CBP is approved . 

(Signature) 

'-'Ml4 ,,, LMk 
(Print Name) 

2 / nf A-@, 'J.O 2. l. 
(Date) 



Experience Declaration of Gerald Bobak 

I, Gerald Bobak have bred and raised many Eclectus over my lifetime. I have attached 

my breeding records for 2022 in support of this declaration. 

I declare, under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statement and attached pages are 

true and correct. 

Executed on _....,~ ___ - .... 'f ....... ....;;&'""'&.:;;._ __ (date) 

Gerald Bobak 
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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 
LAURELLA DESBOROUGH 



David Anthon Garcia PA 
T~fJa tw '""'8l&1• e,pr:rpesun 1duntaa iua 111w1t1 r.uiq"r lrihru,ndi 

( W Rehtngton Aw•. ~4t 909 
Hoc111-al••nd, J,'loridu 3!_10SO 
(30(>) 319. 1309 

dtwl<W;do\·1d~ualaw.com 

Statement Requested by Question 9Ca) - fol 
I, l..41,>R£L-LA [)(f'SB ~l2.0IM1:N am aware that the pul'pose of the pro­

posed Cooperative Breeding Program is to establish a self-sustaining population of 

Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) in U.S. aviculture. 

I further understand that the purpose of the Wild Bird Conversation Act is to 

provide a series of nondiscriminatory measures that are necessary for the conserva­

tion of exotic birds and furthers the ohligations of the United States under the 

CITES. 

I promise that I will abide with the regulations and conditions placed on the 

program by the USFWS if the proposed CBP is approved. 

(Signature) 

/..,.,Wfl.~u.A D ;.S~tJMP'I/ 

(Print Name) 

4h,,,e' -2 z ~ f) 2-:2. 
(Date) 



Experience Declaration of Laurella Desborougb 

I, Laurella Desborough, have been raising Eclectus parrots since 1985 and have raised over 700 
offspring. Some of these offspring were pulled from the nest at 2 weeks and hand raised, others 
have been hand raised from day one, and some remained in the nest to be parent reared for future 
use as breeding birds. 

I have also raised other parrot species: Hawkheads, Brown headed parrots, Severe macaws, 
caiques. various large macaws, most of these from day one incubator hatches. I have raised most 
of these species from day one incubator hatches. I have kept weight and development records on 
all the parrots that I have hand raised. The records r am providing are only from the most recent 
years 2018 to 2021 . 

I have provided the entire weight records on the first bird noted, but all the rest are just the 
first page of each individual or of the dutch of 2 or 3 birds, because otherwise we would have 
too many pages to scan and send. 

By keeping these detailed weight and development records, I have been able to write accurate 
infonnation for others who keep and br\!ed these parrots: including brooder temperatures, types 
of formula, expected weight development parameters and dates of first flights and weaning. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statement and attached pages are true and 
correct. 
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~ Organization of Professional Aviculturists 

May 4, 2022 

RE: Proposed CBP Oversight 

To whom it may concern: 

The OPA has agreed to oversee the activities of the Cooperative Breeding Program for 

captive bred, Eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) proposed by its members, Gerald Bobak and 

Laurella Desborough. 

The OPA consist of individuals in the United States and internationally who profession­

ally raise, care for, and reproduce avian species in manners which are sustainable, humane, and 

beneficial to the long-term survival of the species. The goal of the OPA is promote sustainable 

and beneficial aviculture in the U.S. and worldwide, in all its forms. Members of the OPA have 

previously attended the meeting of the CITES as members of the U.S. delegation. Our Board of 

Directors consist of Steve Duncan (President), Jean Pattison (Vice President), Roland Cristo, 

Caroline Efstathion, John Aynes, Alycia Antheunisse, Haniman Boniran. Some of our distin­

guished membership includes Mauricio Herrera and Prof. Dr. Luis Fabio Silveira. 

The OPA is currently the oversight organization for CB043 and CB044. The OPA prides 

itself on bringing together some of the brightest minds in U.S. aviculture. The OPA has also reg­

ularly sent delegates to the CITES meetings prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and its members 

are well aware about the difficulties species are facing worldwide due to climate change and hu­

man development 

The OPA accepts as members all individuals who are dedicated to the promotion and 

growth of aviculture in the U.S. and worldwide. All OPA board members however, must be ac­

tive or retired aviculturists. 

Once a CBP is populated, we expect the CBP members to yearly report to the OPA board 
l 

all successes and failures. If ther~ _are concerns as to the operation of the CBP, the OPA will take 

active steps to investigate and ensure that all activities conform with best avicultural practices. 

Organization of Professional Aviculturists · P.O. Box 3161 · San Dimas, CA 91773 
Phone 909-599-7577 



The OPA will provide expertise and guidance from its professional membership as requested 

and/or needed. 

The OPA believes that in situ conservation requires a healthy and genetically viable cap­

tive population that can provide a ready-made source of genetic material and knowledge that can 

be tapped into as need 

As requested by Form 3-200-49, the OPA states as follows: 

I) All members of the CBP m st be professional OPA members in good standing that have 

agreed to comply with pro ssional avicultural standards. All potential future CBP members 

would need to demonstrate their benefit to achieving the goals of the CBP. Gerald Bobak and 

Laurella Desborough are OPA members in good standing. 

2) The CBP will be monitored directly by the OPA Board. This oversight will include a yearly 

report presented to OPA members for review. The OPA intends to ensure that CBP achieves 

it goals and will assist in promoting the CBP. 

3) The OPA will, in conformity with all applicable USFWS regulations, approve all distribu­

tions of surplus offspring from the CBP. Priority will be given first, to other CBPs and sec­

ond, to qualified breeders and zoos in the United States that have been vetted by the OPA and 

demonstrated their intent to uses the offspring for breeding purpose in conformation with the 

interests and goals of the CBP. The OPA will ensure that steps are taken to document and 

register the population of specimens produced by the CBP and to ensure that the genetics and 

management of the population are such and that the U.S. captive population is self-sustain­

ing. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Isl Steve Duncan 
Steve Duncan 
Organization of Professional A viculturists 
P.O. Box 3161 
San Dimas, CA 91773 
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